
Education & Injury Prevention Committee
Heart of Texas Regional Advisory Council (HOTRAC) – TSA M

March 3, 2009 – Meeting Minutes

Present:

Joyce McDowell, G-W


Teresa Gilliam, PHC

Sue Parrigin, AEL
Diane Fraley



Lisa Ainsworth, LMC

Gina Torres, HBMC

Tammy Lebkowsky, FCH


Marcella McFarland, Parkview
Mike Clements, Mexia Fire

Eldon Taylor, ETMC EMS

Robert Tarbet, McGregor EMS
Robert Saunders, ETMC EMS

Paul Wagner, West Shore FRO

The Committee met on March 3, 2009. The meeting was called to order by Ms. McDowell, Committee Chair at 2:34pm. Introductions were done. Mr. Taylor motioned to accept the December 2, 2008 meeting minutes as presented. Mr. Tarbet seconded the motion; motion carried.
Update from State Meetings
Ms. McDowell announced that TTCF has scheduled a Level IV Trauma Coordinator Designation Course on May 11th in Austin. She also announced that there will be a Trauma Registrar course at Harris-Methodist Hospital in Ft. Worth on June 15-16. A Registry Summit is also scheduled for April 20 & 21 in Dallas. Ms. McDowell also announced that there are several bills currently in the Legislature having to do with EMS and injury prevention. A list of these bills was provided to the group. Everyone was encouraged to contact their representatives and keep an eye on these important bills. The State Injury Prevention Committee is working on a new Strategic Plan based on new CDC child death rates by age and cause. A new chairperson has also been elected by the committee. Handouts with all updates from the State Meetings were provided to the group.
Education: Discussion and/or Action
A. 
2009 LPG Grant Update

Ms. Reeves reported that HOTRAC had been awarded $4500 for an EMT-I course and were approved to accept up to 15 students in the course. The course will begin on April 11th and run through August 15th. Applications for this course are being accepted. 
B.
Regional Mascot(s)

The group continued a discussion on whether or not to purchase and utilize a regional injury prevention mascot. Many ideas were discussed, however no pricing information was a provided by the committee members. Activities for possible use of the mascot were also discussed. Ms. McFarland volunteered to research several mascot options and bring pricing details. The committee members also agreed to bring possible activities with facilities or community during which the mascot might be used. This item will be on the next meeting agenda for discussion.

C.
Portable Vent/Gas Monitor Training

Mr. Anderson reported that HOTRAC held equipment training prior to the start of the day’s meetings and this training was well attended by the EMS and first responders in the Region. Due to the good attendance this format will be used for future trainings required by HOTRAC.

D. 
Education Report

Mr. Anderson reported that he will now be collecting and compiling the data from the monthly Education/Injury Prevention Report. He reminded the committee that all education and injury prevention activities that are open to the public should be reported to HOTRAC on this report form each month. The group requested that this report be put on Survey Monkey to be completed each month. RAC staff agreed that this could be done if it would make it easier for the group. Mr. Tarbet motioned to turn this report form into a survey on Survey Monkey. Ms. McFarland seconded the motion; motion carried. RAC staff will create the survey and send out a reminder monthly for completion.

E.
 Upcoming Educational Opportunities

Ms. Torres announced that the KidSafe program will be hosting a Child Passenger Seat Technician course on April 18-20. Information about this course can be found on the HOTRAC website. 
Injury Prevention: Discussion and/or Action
A.
IP Calendar Assignments

The group discussed who would be responsible for developing activities for the different topics each month. The injury prevention topics for the next few months were reviewed and the committee identified some resources for the different topics. The committee agreed to further explore what resources and materials are available regarding the designated topics and forward that information to the RAC so that it can be shared throughout the Region. 
B.
IP Website Links

The committee was asked to forward any helpful or interesting injury prevention web links to HOTRAC so that they may be placed on the HOTRAC website; the members agreed.
C.
PSAs from TETAF & TTCF

The PSAs developed by TETAF and TTCF have been given to both HOTRAC and Central Texas RAC to be distributed to the local television stations. HOTRAC will be working on getting those PSAs out in the coming months.

D.
Hillcrest Data Report 


Ms. Torres presented data on MVC deaths and injuries as well as child safety seats. This information is collected by the KidSafe and TeenSafe programs and will be presented at each Education/Injury Prevention Committee meeting. It will be used to help the committee determine which injury prevention activities are needed as well as how effective they are.

E.
Crash Data Update


Those who attended the GETAC meetings learned that Crash Data is now available to the public. Currently, HOTRAC only receives information on MVC deaths in which a DPS trooper was involved. The CRIS system will make all of the crash data available, including injuries. HOTRAC will be working with the administrators of the CRIS program to receive these reports for the Region from TxDOT.

F.
IP Report

This item was discussed under the Education Report and the group voted to create an online survey based on the current Education/Injury Prevention report form. Mr. Anderson reported the numbers and types on injury prevention activities that have been reported for the last quarter. Everyone was encouraged to continue reporting this information to HOTRAC.

G.
Updates from Region

Mr. Clements also announced that there will be an EMT-B course available in Mexia starting in April. He requested that an EPR/PPE course be tied on. HOTRAC staff agreed to coordinate this possibility with Mr. Clements. A 12-lead course will also be available on April 17th hosted by Limestone Medical Center EMS and taught by Air Evac. Hill Regional Hospital and Hillsboro Fire/Rescue will be partnering to host an ACLS course on April 5th. Everyone was also reminded that Limestone Medical Center has moved into the new facility.
Other Business, Announcements, Comments, etc.
A.
CPAP Presentation @ 6:00pm

Everyone was reminded that a presentation on the medical and financial benefits of using CPAP versus intubation will be made prior to the Physicians’ Advisory Committee meeting later that evening at 6:00pm at Hillcrest. Anyone interested in hearing this presentation was invited to attend.

There were no other announcements or comments from the group. The next meeting is scheduled for May 26, 2009 at the new HOTRAC offices located at 405 Londonderry, Suite 201. With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 3:35pm.

_____________________________

Ms. Joyce McDowell, Chairperson
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