Education & Injury Prevention Committee
Heart of Texas Regional Advisory Council (HOTRAC) – TSA M

December 2, 2008 – Meeting Minutes

Present:

Wayne Dennis


Eldon Taylor, ETMC EMS

Diane Fraley
Joyce McDowell, G-W

Lisa Ainsworth, LMC


Robert Tarbet, McGregor EMS

Mike Clements, Mexia Fire/EMS
Amy Mersiovsky, PHC


Vickie Roberts, Rural Hill EMS

Tammy Lebkowsky, FCH

The Committee met on December 2, 2008. The meeting was called to order by Ms. McDowell, Committee Chair at 2:00 pm. Introductions were done. Mr. Taylor motioned to accept the August 19, 2008 meeting minutes as presented. Mr. Tarbet seconded the motion; motion carried.
General Elections – HOTRAC Board of Directors
Ms. McDowell announced that elections for the HOTRAC Board of Directors would be taking place at the upcoming General Assembly meeting on December 4th. A handout of the positions up for election and the nominees for these positions was provided to the group. 
Emergency Healthcare System Issues
No system issues were brought forward by the group.
Local Projects Grant 
A. 
2009 Status

Ms. Reeves reported that HOTRAC had been awarded $4500 for an EMT-I course. This award could be used for up to $750/student. However, if a course were offered for less than that per student then HOTRAC could seek approval to accept more students for the grant. Mr. Tarbet motioned that HOTRAC try to find an EMT-I course that cost less per student so that more students might be able to take advantage of the grant. Mr. Clements seconded the motion.  Motion carried. HOTRAC agreed to work on this and requested that each EMS provider please provide the number of students interested in attending this course.
Action and/or Discussion of the following items
A. Development/Implementation of Regional IP Program
Ms. Reeves stated that HOTRAC needed to begin developing a Regional Injury Prevention Program. Currently, all members are supposed to be reporting any injury prevention activities they participate in to HOTRAC. However, it is important that HOTRAC be aware of the preventable injury risks and trends in the Region to ensure that the appropriate prevention activities are being planned to address these trends. Data from the State Registry is not available at this time, and will most likely not be available anytime in the near future. HOTRAC is looking in to developing Regional Registry, but until then a member of the KidSafe and TeenSafe programs has volunteered to provide what information they have to the committee. Ms. Reeves suggested that, in order to address the need for a Regional IP Plan, the group develop a calendar that outlines which injury prevention activities should be addressed each month. This calendar should not replace any injury prevention plans that each individual facility or provider already have in place, but it should serve as a guide to get the members in the Region on the same page as far a planning and emphasizing specific injury prevention activities. The group reviewed several of the injury prevention activities that they were already participating in. After some discussion the group developed a calendar that emphasizes a different injury prevention activity for each month of the year, based on well known trends and risks related to certain times of year. A copy of the calendar that the committee developed is attached. During the discussion the group also recognized that injury prevention activities related to children really needed more emphasis and focus year-round. These activities included co-sleeping, diabetes, teen suicide, and drowning. Ms. Fraley motioned that the Injury Prevention Calendar be recommended to the HOTRAC Board of Directors for HOTRAC endorsement and that the four activities that specifically related to children be recommended as priorities to the Pediatric Committee. Mr. Clements seconded the motion; motion carried.
B.
Regional Training Update
A copy of the Regional Training Calendar was provided to the group. This calendar outlined all of  the planned educational offerings for 2009. Mr. Anderson also reminded everyone that 12-lead, vent, and gas monitor training was also available. Any agency planning to receive a gas monitor or portable vent is required to have this training prior to receiving the equipment. There are still several agencies that have not completed this training. After some discussion the group requested that HOTRAC schedule this training prior to the next quarterly committee meeting in March 2009. HOTRAC staff agreed. 
C.
Traumaroo

Ms. McDowell reported that HOTRAC currently has a Traumaroo costume that is several years old. For the last several years the costume has only been used by herself at the annual Halloween festival in Clifton. Due to storage issues HOTRAC has decided to allow Goodall-Witcher permanently store this costume. However, Ms. McDowell expressed concern that due to the age of this costume it is really not practical for use on a regular basis. She asked for discussion on the purchase a newer, more user friendly costume that could be used by HOTRAC members during injury prevention activities. Information gathered by HOTRAC staff was passed around for review by the committee. The information included suggestions for a newer version of the Traumaroo as well as price information. After reviewing the information the group asked that a decision on this agenda item be tabled until the next meeting so that more information could be reviewed. The committee members agreed to research different mascot possibilities and bring price information to the next committee meeting.
Injury Prevention
A. General Updates from the Region – Ms. McDowell announced that Goodall-Witcher Healthcare Foundation had participated in a Halloween Festival in Clifton. Their participation had been covered in the local newspaper. Ms. Ainsworth reported that Limestone Medical Center had also participated in an injury prevention activity that focused on trick or treating safety and poison control. 
Updates from State Meetings 
Ms. McDowell reported that TETAF and TTCF had completed their work on the injury prevention PSAs and a beta tape containing the PSAs had been provided to HOTRAC. HOTRAC would work with TSA L to add both HOTRAC and CTRAC logos to the PSAs and submit them to the local television stations for broadcast in both Regions.
The group was also provided a handout that outlined all updates from the State GETAC meetings.
Other Business, Announcements, Comments, etc.
Ms. McDowell also reminded the group that the Education/IP Reports were to be submitted to HOTRAC staff each month. The reports can be emailed or faxed to Steve Anderson at sanderson@hotrac.org or 254-761-7895. 
Ms. Reeves also announced that there would be a CPAP presentation at the Physicians’ Advisory Committee meeting in March 2009. The committee members were encouraged to attend and bring any administration from their facility who might be interested in hearing the medical and financial benefits of using CPAP as an alternative to intubation when possible.
There were no other announcements or comments from the group. The next meeting is scheduled for March 3, 2009 at the new HOTRAC offices located at 405 Londonderry, Suite 201. With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 3:30pm.

_____________________________

Ms. Joyce McDowell, Chairperson
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