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Executive Summary

DISASTER

· TDEM (Chief Kidd) - DPS Regional Coordinators attended meeting and plan to make it a regular thing; did full intro of them; Major Mulligan (DPS as part od TDEM) working and mentoring with DDCs; may renumber DDC (Chief Kidd wants to use COG numbers)

· TAR Workgroup - developing a fact sheet for all 211 operators; potential name change to program; multiple uses not just transportation; to Chief Kidd within next several months; in the FNSS group for review; will continue to use old system until approved

· TDMS - working on deployment type training; trying not to have overlapping services with DSHS; typing deployable assets; working with PCC; white paper should be available in October; RMOC working with DDC; working on mass fatality planning

· EMTF - liability issues specific for nurses and physicians, specifically USARA protection; Public Safety Officer Benefit (PSOB) for line of duty but doesn't cover nurses & physicians; hope is MOU will provide similar coverage; W/C will only cover medical not missed salary during a deployment; possibly partner with THA to get this issue resolved; Victor gave a presentation on project including Joplin and Hurricane Don; current numbering for equipment may be changed; Regions  1, 4, & 9 don't have an AMBUS; t.Trying to develop two oversight groups for EMTF oversight and direction.

· Reviewed new & updated TWIRP boards on WebEOC
· Eric raised the question, “Who is in charge of EMTF?” “What is the governance structure?” No one in the room including himself could answer the question;  drew out several models onto blank poster board to include “face-to-face meetings” and who they have included and an “EMTF executive group” and who is or probably should be on it. There was much discussion on this topic. The discussions are considering the “TDEM; DSHS; RACs; Steering committees; EMS; Hospitals; TDMS; THA; etc...” and how they fit together in the organizational structure of EMTF. After recommendations from Mr. Kidd, poster boards were created showing the stakeholders at the regional level and at the state level. (Will be converted into slides.*) There was also discussion to clarify how TDEM and other EMC’s fit into the EMTF process. To consider the regional stakeholder level:  As of date, most local-level EMC’s in the state do not have the knowledge of how an EMTF deployment would occur and how they would necessarily fit in. 

STROKE

· Reviewed Rule 157.133 and Essential Criteria to develop recommendations to push forward to DSHS.

CARDIAC

· Meeting was cancelled.  Had meeting on August 5th.  Discussed beginning a cardiac rule.
INJURY PREVENTION

· no quorum. Issue with meeting timing.

TRAUMA

· reviewed rule 157.123, pushed recommendations to DSHS

EMS

· Can sign up on DSHS website for list serves 

· Discussed accreditation. 

· LPG should be announced soon; waiting on contract section

· Reviewed rule 157: change ALS & emergency call definitions to match CMS; should we remove capability and only use level (ie., BLS w/ MICU capability); BLS, ILS, ALS to match national levels; change the reference to KKK to NFPA or GSA; NFPA guidelines are open for public comment; add disaster numbering in specific location for all units; require radio comm for disasters with all radios having appropriate TCIP channels; equipment - some of the pedi list but not everything, specifics intubation required (waveform capinography); subscription fees - air med should be included in requirement, Feds say is their issue not State, maybe RACs monitor air subscriptions thru their Air Med group to keep everyone in the know; meeting on Sept 8 in Lubbock & Sept 15-16 in Austin

Remi Morris (as a citizen):  TA 157 rule - 773.002 health & safety code - open; look at definitions #8, 9, 19 put in Rule 157.  She spoke at most of the meetings; she wanted everyone to consider moving to “Emergency Healthcare Systems” vs. Trauma Systems.
MEDICAL DIRECTORS

· going to survey medical directors on pedi specific direction by a pedi specialist

· Pushing out survey regarding accreditation to medical directors, EMS Directors, & education agencies 

· review rule 157:  lots of discussion on not putting pedi specific equip list in the rule, want EMS-C to provide some evidenced based education to determine what is actually going on with pedi equipment; delete CCMP since nothing happening; protocols revised with new med director not just EMS licensure renewal; define "critical", DSHS legal thinks maybe change word completely

· Presentation from Registry Workgroup

PEDIATRIC

· Committee updates: some concern about making sure that pedi is included in EMTF RN Strike Team development

· EMS-C update: online pedi medical control survey, lots of success with pedi CE training - assessment & mgmt of children with special healthcare needs  

· Review of Rule 157:  list of recommendations may be found on web; definitions: set pediatric patient age (DSHS said rule not a place to do this, but could develop an interpretive guidance); provider license: note as pedi capable or not based on pedi equipment list

· pedi survey process in addition to other surveys (looking at AZ), may be an EMS-C program

· Registry Workgroup presentation

AIR MEDICAL

· Rick Bais presented a DSHS Air MOU. Allows for 8 hr deploy time instead of 4; clarified #5 & 6; #8 really changed - must bill insurance, bill DSHS after within 90 days; #9 added for additional staff; reimbursement amount based on MCR rate and pay the US Forestry Service air amount for standby, Forest Service does not have a fixed wing rate; has NOT been thru legal or contracts

· Lots of concerns regarding availability of landing zones and/or helipads 

EDUCATION

· AEMT exam to get Intermediate beginning 2013 - transition course about 16 hours in order to be certified as NR; those programs ready for AEMT will be allowed to teach it and test NR and certify as EMT-I in TX; same process for EMT-P;  this is only to keep NR (info in new EMS magazine)

· gap analysis: EMS - has some issues; no response from Med Dir; want to push forward no later than Nov.

· Accreditation:  helping throughout the state, 11 services in El Paso & 1 in Harker Heights; "hurdles not barriers"

· Rule 157 review: discussed Remi's ideas

· next meeting and accreditation workshop Oct TBD in Lake Jackson: discuss transition course; EMS certs & title; 

RAC CHAIRS

· Presentation on the “injury” portion of the Registry.

· EMS-C asked for the RACs to collect some pediatric data to support the need for online medical control for EMS Providers from a pediatric specialist(s).  Still not sure how it will work.
· Reviewed the RAC funds.  

GETAC

· Dr Loftin from El Paso resigned his position on GETAC; Pete Wolf will be resgining at the end of this term (more information will be given in November)

· Committee position applications will be open September 1st.  Anyone wishing to serve on a GETAC Committee needs to complete an application and submit to DSHS with a picture prior to September 30th.  Applications will be available on the DSHS website.

· Legislative Updates:  the following items passed during the session

· HB1476:  Relating to the grounds for revocation of an EMS personnel certification.

· SB7:  Relating to strategies for and improvements in quality of health care provided through and care management in the child health plan and medical assistant programs designed to achieve healthy outcomes and efficiency.  

· SB1733:  Relating to the occupational licensing of spouses of members of the military.

· HB15:  Relating to informed consent to an abortion.

· HB118:  Relating to requiring the provision of notice by certain hospitals regarding patient's medical records.  

· HB411:  Relating to certain newborn and infant screening and follow-up services.

· HB1481:  Relating to the use of person first respectful language in reference to individuals with disabilities.

· HB1983:  Relating to certain childbirths occurring before the 39th week of gestation.

· HB2636:  Relating to a council to study neonatal intensive care units.

· HB3085:  Relating to the period of a license for a freestanding medical emergency care facility.  

· HB3146:  Relating to consent for treatment for chemical dependency in a treatment facility and require training for the facility's intake personnel.  

· SB328:  Relating to notice of a hospital lien.  

· SB1449:  Relating to an alternative method of satisfying certain licensing requirements for chemical dependency treatment facilities.  

· Cardiac:  want to draft a rule for cardiac care system development; some items to possibly be included in the rule:  PCI center/EMS RAC participation, ALS 9-1-1 providers must have 12 lead, all paramedics must be NR, ALS 9-1-1 providers must have ACLS current
· Disaster:  announce that a credentialing for identity management workgroup was going to meet on September 19th from 1-4 (location TBD); announced that TDEM has several committees that welcome health & medical participation

· TETAF:  noted that they may begin looking at surveying NICUs in Texas because the current process is self-designation; possibly the surveyor for accreditation; reported that GETAC and all committee meetings were live streamed and they expect to continue to make streaming available

· DSHS will provide GETAC Council with a rule packet in November regarding Accreditation only.  DSHS will not have 157 revisions in rule language until probably May 2012 for comment.

