GETAC - May 11-13, 2011

Executive Summary

Presented by Christine Reeves

Disaster Committee 

· EMTF - moving to numbering with HSR #s; no change in the map; ambus will now be MPV (multiple-patient vehicle); we are now EMTF-7
· VHF radios for any State deployment; bringing brought up in EMS as a licensure requirement;

· Clean flow for hospital reimbursement for disaster response to include sheltering

· MIST training in El Paso, June 1-2

· ASM training in South Padre, June 13-14

· MIST Refresher in San Antonio, June 29-30 (all current people must attend); several changes

· "Triage Workgroup" - altered standards of care, lack of 9-1-1 service availability, liability

· Hospital Preparedness funding survey (Jorie); collect actual $ being spent by facilities (budgeted & HPP)

Trauma Committee 

· $67 mil for distribution on June

· Unused Emergency Fund (EEF) $ goes to funding pool for August disbursement for hospitals only

· $57.5 mil budgeted for biennium; approximately $20 mil decrease for the next two years;

· ACS RECOMMENDATIONS: (stay on agenda thru rule revision process; Plan to make admin and technical changes to trauma system verification; some changes have already been made by DSHS; one issue is that surveyors don't have access to previous surveys to ensure same problems/issues don't continue; 

· State PI Plan online; PI an issue; Jorie Klein provided a sample document; look at 4-5 items across the State for each region to PI to give a statewide picture 
· Trauma Registry update: on track with timeline; still issues on reporting capabilities; need to review the NTDB definitions because they go unto effect January 2012;

· Committee established a workgroup for PI to meet in conjunction with the State Registry Group

· Full day meeting for rule revision process - TBD
Cardiac Committee

· Cardiac wants a rule to set up a designation process; can't because no authority for cardiac in statute; would need to go to legislature at next session
· 95 currently participating in STEMI registry (ACTION/Mission LifeLine); 77 are entering data; 130-150 PCI in TX (some are participating in data entry); 2794 records entered;  will have an information sharing document available soon; (sent copy of presentation to the HOTRAC Cardiac Committee)
· NATIONAL: 90% 90 min in facility; outlying transfer 27% meeting 90 min

· TX:  43% 90 min   NATIONAL: 24% 90 min

· Rural facility goal out in 30 min: 65 min TX, 66 min national

· 45 min TX, 51 min national = first med contact to facility

· STEMI in hospital mortality:  6.2% TX  5.9% national

· TX Missing data: symptom onset 2?% of the time

· TX DATA SURVEY:  (Dr Wozniak) Texasmatters.com  20 questions; 40 responded mostly PCI hospitals; regional database 100% yes, data share, regional PI;  wanted data used as PI and certification; overall said some sort of registry is needed; RAC to get membership to complete survey if haven't

· STRAC presentation: removed left bundle block from STEMI definition because most of the false one were "new" left bundle blocks

· State firemen fire marshall assoc EMS committee survey - 21,000 people got it; changed to 100 departments; rural within 30 minutes of PCI Facility and/or use air med; have 15 districts; conference in June in Mesquite; 

· Dr Parese no longer chair after 12/31/11 but still on committee; if interested need to apply

Injury Prevention

· Chief Riley drafted letter to support red light camaras as an injury prevention tool; also supported by The Community Guide for Recommended Preventative Services

· 'A Matter of Balance' is supported as an effective fall prevention program; committee will continue to follow results for evidence based strategy

· Future IP on hypothermia

· New position on safe sleep: "No safe way to sleep with an infant"

· Trauma Registry Workgroup update: late summer 2012 (Sept) for rollout

Stroke Committee

· Possible transport changes: don't list a specific stroke scale; case 10 more general language; support stroke center criteria; include all designating agencies; 

· poss funding from the CVDC for seed money for support survey (if extra)

· Comprehensive Stroke Centers requirements:  several organizations working on this; Brain Attack recommendations being used by some RACs; metrics paper for stroke also has recommendations; 

RAC Chairs (not a GETAC Committee – contractor meeting)
· Registry provided data to RAC Chairs

· EMS-C update: pedi equipment on ambulances low across the nation because tied to ALL equipment; provided data to chairs

· Registry Workgroup presentation

· RAC Chairs will begin immediately following the last committee meeting on Weds.  Any attendees to be at location by 4:30pm

· Reviewed funding sheet:  RAC allotment waiting on approval $67 mil; 12 facilities have not provided paper support no later than May 31; 3rd qtr Tobacco due June 6

· Surveys changes for trauma (admin/technical) discussed in Trauma Systems

· Reviewed rule revision process (see below)

· RAC Task Force report - ACS recommendations & rule revision; comments due Aug 31

· PI discussion

EMS Committee 

· Will discuss the gap analysis with Education and Medical Directors for a coordinated discussion

· EMS-C presentation: 6600 agencies (22,000 trucks) across the nation participated; 80% of sampling responded in TX (343 responded); lowest was pediatric equipment on trucks; some questions were based by agency instead of trucks; BLS 23% ALS 34% national has ALL pedi equip - TX 14% BLS 23% ALS; TX: offline protocols higher than national average and online is lower

· Accreditation discussion

· Rule discussion: VHF radios on all trucks to assist in disaster response; truck numbering to assistance with disaster response - ? add EMTF#, RAC letter, level of service

· Trauma Registry update:  concerns about regional registry and local provider systems interfacing with the new registry; anyone with issues or concerns need to contact DSHS Registry staff

· Future meetings: 6/24 & 7/15 @ TBD

· DSHS sunset due up the next legislative session

Medical Directors Committee

· EMS-C presentation: requested the entire survey be provided on a agency level basis; concerned amount meds not just equipment

· Back-up pediatric medical direction: still in process and no update

· Disaster: MOA for disaster medical direction ready to go, need physicians with disaster experience/knowledge

· Paramedic training update (accreditation):  Discussed the pending legislation mainly directed toward rural areas; LPG should be able to be used to obtain accreditation; possibly postpone requirement to December 2013; ACTION:  recommendation to GETAC to not support any change to the current accreditation process deadline (unanimously approved); GETAC already approved in May 2009; lots of controversy

· Triage workgroup update:  pandemic event guidelines; not enough resources to continue regular 9-1-1 treatment; reviewed guidelines from Utah, New York, Florida - EMS left out; RACs to "handle" in their areas such as MOUs; next meeting July 8

· Legislation: 1808 pedi equip & increased education in senate committee since March & 577 advanced directives in Senate committee went thru change & forensic blood draws died

· Federal legislation on listing EMS as eligible for funding through DHS, FEMA, HHS; potential "volunteer funding" from the public 

· DSHS sunset due next legislative session; GETAC was established the last sunset phase and we have the opportunity to make changes as needed during this next sunset; begin planning now instead of waiting

Pediatric Committee

· Committee liasion reports

· EMS-C update/presentation to include performance measures

· State CFRT presentation: 93.3% of TX children live in areas where pediatric deaths are reviewed; 70 CFRTs covering 197 counties; will discuss questions/comments/results at a future meeting due to a packed agenda

· assigned members to review rules and bring to a meeting in June/July

Education Committee

· EMT-I will have to take update if want to remain NR, but fine in Texas; move to AEMT vs EMT-I in 2012 or 2013; Committee will need to review the transition courses at a later date; need to decide on whether to change "name" of this level

· LPG for accreditation & in-pursuit: there is a bill in legislation that may make this happen; can apply this time if want

· Gap Analysis: all 3 committees are going to meet together to vet; want to have completed by EMS Conference; maybe meet on Weds AM GETAC or interim Education meeting

· Paramedic accreditation:  all agree but the road is blurry and multi-directional;  ACTION:  reaffirm the GETAC action in May 2009 (passed 4 to 2); lots of controversy

· next meeting July at Lake Jackson

Air Medical Committee

· reviewed State MOA and had some issues and will be continuing to discuss revisions

· Mr. Vaz’s concerns were addressed by task forces regarding air medical issues and will stay on agenda until addressed in full

· Firm up 157 regarding air medical access to a facility; looking at the 20 minute timeframe for patients

· Future meeting to review all of 157; grants for research

GETAC
· Kathy Perkins’ report:  following 225 bills; status of appropriations and a conference committee was appointed this week; expect that the House budget will be the one used; $5 mil cut for this fiscal year - $57 mil per year for the next biennium ($18 mil cut); DSHS cut to 2008 levels;  12% cut; Tobacco was not cut; on “wish list” in Senate; fees will go up if the cuts stay @15% if equally done (EMS capped but hospitals are not capped); cutting FTEs but hoping current vacancies will help with this; DSHS way of doing business will change – less normal on-site inspections and only inspect for high issues; no paper, all electronic (no certificates may be included in change);  want people to apply online moving forward;  SB1265 study on accreditation and cost would be absorbed by DSHS if approved;   HB2369 delay the accreditation requirement to 2014
· Jane Guerrero’s report:  42 bills analyzed for EMS/trauma systems effect; moving to electronic as much as possible; looking on ways to cut their budget; short 3 staff at this time; looking at business changes; reviewed rule change process;  partnership with TDEM to work on a collaboration for both the Emergency Management Conference and the EMS Conference to allow for cross training; still looking into allowing for video conferencing or email deliberation (can stream one way for information); next GETAC meetings are August 17-19;  262 trauma centers - 15 active pursuit, 17 level 1 Trauma Centers (up due to pediatric facility designating); 69 Primary Stroke Centers; 3 Support Center apps – one survey scheduled; 100% audit review for Uncompensated Trauma Funds and disburse sometime in June ($67 mil); 911, 1131, 3588 will be distributed soon; $800,000 in EEF only funded 2 apps
· Dr. Valadez’s report:  provided by staff; Trauma Registry update; no authority to establish a state stroke registry; HPP funding announced 1.6% cut and 90% sure will stay as reported, match requirements still look good and the State will absorb, TDMS/EMTF update
· Committee Reports: Dr. Ronnie Stewart resigned as Trauma Committee chair and asked for Jorie Klein to serve as interim chair.  Chief Riley appointed Jorie as Chair.
· TETAF update:  will stream the August GETAC meeting; established a rule revision workgroup; August 17 – Bat Cruise

· Paramedic Training Program Accreditation Task Force update:  holding off to until the task force reports their final report in August, at that point then GETAC will recommend what to do with the final date; our medics are having trouble with reciprocity in other states; need to look at reciprocity both directions; issue is national not just in Texas; ACTION:  Medical Directors motion to reaffirm (motion to table defeated 6 to 3) motion carried 6 to 3)

· Gap Analysis:   Education Committee wants to teach everything in the gap analysis and have asked Medical Directors and EMS to weigh in.  Groups will meet together at a later date to discuss to provide a presentation to GETAC in August for approval by GETAC in November.
· Rule Revision – covered in State reporting

· Public Comment:  concern that GETAC supports the January 1, 2013 deadline for accreditation of paramedic education programs even though the task force hasn’t provided its final report; DSHS sunset, requested GETAC to set up a group for discussion, TETAF is interested in assisting with this process 
RULE REVISIONS: (updated in all meetings) comments from committee members only at this time; due Sept 30; DSHS will then begin to draft a rule for public comment discussion in November; expect to have rules on all agendas in August; a true draft of Rule 157 will not be ready until May or even August 2012
