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GETAC
No GETAC chair appointment has been made, but there is ongoing activity. Ms. Kathy Perkins, Asst. Commissioner of Regulatory Services and staff made the following announcements:
· DSHS council members are to begin participating in GETAC and stakeholder meetings.

· Proposed healthcare reforms may have a significant impact on State trauma funds, potential cuts in State program are expected by 2011
· American College of Surgeons to perform review of Texas trauma facilities/system – tentative date May 18-21, 2010
· $72M in trauma reimbursements for 2010 in late spring/early fall; only one reimbursement will be made
MTG, who the State contracted to assess the Registry situation, has completed their report and it is now available on the DSHS website, www.dshs.state.tx.us/injury. A workgroup meeting was held on November 23, 2009 and a charter was developed. Database and project managers have been hired and they are expecting to issue a vendor request by March 2010 and have a vendor chosen by July 2010. $2.4M in TxDOT funds and an additional $2.1M in DSHS matching funds are to be used for the project.
There was significant discussion on the EMT-P education accreditation issue and its impact on smaller education programs throughout the State. GETAC will be reviewing the National Registry Report on accreditation to try and determine what the impact will be and discussing their findings at the next meeting.

The following actions were taken by GETAC:

· Commendation to be issued to responders in the Ft. Hood incident.

· Changes to the Disaster Air and Ground MOUs were accepted.

· The Ambulance Utilization Plan, 2009 was adopted with the stipulation that it will be review and updated annually.

The 2010 GETAC dates and locations were announced: February 20-21, Airport Marriott, May 19-21, Omni Southpark, August 18-20, Airport Marriott, November 20-21, location TBD. All meetings will be held in Austin.

Disaster – The disaster committee provided several updates from its various workgroups. The Medical Ethics workgroup reported that a new list for H1N1 vaccine and anti-viral distribution is expected in 4-6 weeks. The distribution of N95s from the SNS and Regional Caches was discussed and the following decision criteria were established:


1. Is the facility using conservation methods?


2. Has the supply chain been disrupted?


3. Is there a significant increase in H1N1/ILI inpatients?
The Ambulance Staging Logistics Workgroup is discussing the O2 supply during disasters. Several solutions have been discussed, one of which is possibly staging trailers with O2 and supplies throughout the State, to possibly be maintained by the RACs. The suggestion was made that this issue be addressed directly with the O2 suppliers. A formal proposal on the issue is expected by February 2010. Medical Direction in disaster response was discussed extensively. This is the issue of who’s medical direction will those EMS assets responding on behalf of the State work under during their response. The idea is to have a pool of medical directors who volunteer to serve in this position when needed. The exact process and procedure is still being worked out, but a formalized MOA is expected by the end of December. A letter is being sent to the RACs requesting physician interest in this project. An instruction sheet for responding EMTs to be delivered at staging is in development. The Ambulance Utilization Plan had been adopted for 2009. It will be reviewed and updated annually.
Education – The committee continued discussion on accreditation of EMT-P education programs. Strides are being made to simplify the accreditation process. Currently, only 15 of 100 programs are accredited in Texas. The committee also encouraged the use of the online medical director training and medical director training in general. A proposal is also expected to be made at the February 2010 GETAC to include 1 hour of ethics training in EMS curriculum.
Stroke – 33 applications have been received for Primary State Certification. TETAF is awaiting approval of a surveyor course and survey plan from DSHS. Still no process or plans for Level I certification. The Support Center Symposium that was first held in Waco will rolled out throughout the State.
Pediatric – The Pediatric Committee discussed adopting a position on Safe Sleep for Infants, similar to that of the Injury Prevention Committee. They discussed the survey being put out by EMSC to EMS providers in the state to assess online and offline medical control and pediatric equipment. There has been no update to the pediatric equipment list. The committee liaisons made their reports from each of the other committee meetings.
Trauma Systems – DSHS reported that the 3588 funds were distributed to the eligible hospitals.  Approx. $72M to be distributed in 2010. The account is expected to have a balance of $360M by 2011, still no word on distribution of these funds. A workgroup has been established to address this issue. The Trauma Systems Rule will be open for review in May 2011. The issue of freestanding emergency rooms was also discussed, specifically how to get these facilities to participate in their RACs and how to regulate 911 providers transporting to these facilities. 
Injury Prevention – The Injury Prevention committee adopted a position statement on Safe Sleep for Infants. They also adopted a set of heat illness prevention recommendation. TETAF will be hosting a Injury Prevention Syposium on February 22, 2010 in Austin. Information about this symposium can be found on the HOTRAC and TETAF websites. The Education and Programs workgroup is discussing the addition of Injury Prevention Coordinator education to the trauma designation rule. The Research and Surveillance workgroup is finding that entry in to the Trauma Registry is declining significantly, which means that injury prevention data is becoming less available.
EMS – Accreditation of EMT-P education programs was largely discussed. Rules 157.36 and 156.37 regarding disciplinary action and background checks, respectively, are to opened for public comment in January 2010. The rules will be voted on in legislature in April 2010 and become effective June 2010.
Cardiac – The director of Mission:Lifeline made a presentation to the Cardiac Committee on the state of cardiac health in Texas by TSA. She also reviewed some of the different cardiac programs in RACs across the State. A flash drive with some of the tools and documents being used by the RAC Cardiac Committees will be distributed to the RAC chairs. Working with TETAF to create a rule similar to the Stroke Rule for cardiac care. RAC rule also being changed to include requirement for Cardiac Committee. The ACC and AHA have requested that additional STEMI data elements be added to NEMSIS. 
Air Medical – Continued discussion on the alternate survey process.  Additionally, the committee found out that the rule they had been waiting on since December 2005 has never moved.  A workgroup met later in the day but I was unable to attend due to another meeting conflict.
Medical Directors – The committee discussed the Regional Medical Director during disasters project and made some recommendations for vetting and candidate selection. One suggestion was that once these candidates have been selected to allow them to work on Altered Standards of Care during disasters. The list of candidates is expected to finalized by February 2010. A presentation from EMSC, which now a part of the Baylor Healthcare System, was made. The committee is planning to provide input on rule 157.41, having to do with AED regulation. 
