Pediatric Committee
Heart of Texas Regional Advisory Council (HOTRAC) – TSA M

May 11, 2009
Present:

Charles Jaquith, GETAC Pedi

Heath Mitchell, LMC

Travis Volcik, AEL
Norma Mathes, HRH


Polli Williams, GETAC Pedi
Sherry Williams, WMCPHD
Teresa Gilliam, Providence

Amy Mersiovsky, Providence

The Pediatric Committee met on May 11, 2009. The meeting was called to order by Ms. Mersiovsky, Committee Vice-Chair, at 3:35pm. Ms. Williams motioned to accept the March 9, 2009 meeting minutes as presented. Ms. Gilliam seconded the motion; motion carried.
Action and/or Discussion on the following items:
A.    Pediatric PI Review – A summary was not available for review. A reminder was given that PI should be turned in monthly and is due by May 15th. 
B.
EMS Pediatric Temperature Collection 
1. Temporal Temperature Report - Ms. Alvey reported that HOTRAC has purchased the thermometers and is in the process of delivering them to the EMS providers. Each EMS agency will be adjusting their protocols to include collection of pediatric temperatures. Collecting this information on the Regional EMS PI should start to give us a picture over the next couple of quarters.
C.
Pediatric Injury Prevention – Ms. Alvey provided an update on the committee’s request to make a presentation at the Region 12 Summer workshop for teachers. All presenter slots were full and the deadline to sign up for a vendor booth was too close to put one together. However, Region 12 is very interested in the injury prevention topics that the committee is focused on and would be willing to schedule sessions throughout the year if speakers are available. Ms. Alvey also reported that the English/Spanish safe sleep flyer that she ordered is out of print. Availability is questionable according to the DSHS warehouse. The committee requested quotes to have the flyer printed locally. HOTRAC staff agreed to bring these at the next meeting. Ms. Alvey also presented a handout about creating a safe sleep policy in daycares. She suggested sending this information to the daycares in addition to the safe sleep flyer. The committee suggested including licensed in-home daycares in a mail-out. The committee also discussed other injury prevention activities, including water safety for the month of June. HOTRAC staff agreed to collect information and present it at the next meeting. The committee also expressed interest in participating in the Hooray for Health Fair. Ms. Sherry Williams provided contact information for the person responsible for planning this fair. HOTRAC agreed to contact her and bring the information back at the next meeting. 
D.
Pediatric Transport Team Development – This project is on hold while HOTRAC searches for a grant to fund the purchase of an ambulance for the team. ETMC-EMS has agreed to staff and maintain a truck once it is purchased.
E.
PI Pediatric Death Review
1.  Documents Needed – The group was reminded that all pediatric deaths will now be brought for 
review by the Physicians’ Advisory Committee. Currently, all ED/admission summaries as well as discharge/death summaries are requested for these cases.
2.
Neonatal Deaths – At the previous meeting the committee requested clarification on whether neonatal deaths needed to be included in Pediatric PI. Ms. Reeves reported that the Regional definition of a pediatric patient is 0 thru <18, which includes neonatal cases. Additionally, CFRT reviews deaths of neonatal cases and is under the impression that HOTRAC is conducting PI on these cases. The committee was concerned that including this sub-set of patients would greatly increase the number of cases being reviewed. The committee suggested that cases with a length of stay greater than 96 hours be excluded from PI. Ms. Gilliam motioned to bring these issues, including neonatal deaths and excluding length of stays greater than 96 hours, to the Physicians’ Advisory Committee for their recommendation. Ms. Polli Williams seconded the motion; motion carried. The Physicians’ Advisory Committee’s recommendation will be reported at the next meeting.
HOT CFRT Update
Ms. Alvey reported that meeting attendance is going very well. The team is in the process of developing goals for the next year.  
Committee Liaison Reports
A.
Stroke Committee – Ms. Mersiovsky reported that the Stroke Committee has determined that cases of Pediatric Stroke will be sent out of the Region for specialty care due to the fact that the neurologists in the Waco area are reluctant to treat pediatric strokes. This will be noted in the Regional Stroke Plan and a list of facilities who will treat these patients will be included.

The committee was also requested to name a liaison for the Cardiac Committee. Ms. Gilliam volunteered to fill this position. 

Other Announcements, Comments, etc.
Ms. Alvey announced that HOTRAC will be sponsoring an EMS Memorial Service and Celebration on May 18th. She invited everyone to attend and honor those EMS personnel who dedicated their lives to the profession. She also reminded everyone that May 20th is EMSC Day. 
Ms. Gilliam provided handout with information on how to make recommendations to the President about the need for reform in children’s healthcare. She encouraged everyone to visit the site and make their recommendations. 

The committee requested that they meet in June to continue working on their injury prevention activities.
The next meeting will be on June 8, 2009 at 3:30pm at the new HOTRAC offices located at 405 Londonderry, Suite 201 in the Providence Medical Plaza. With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 4:40pm.
_______________________________________

Sherry Baker, Committee Chairperson

