Pre-Hospital Committee
Heart of Texas Regional Advisory Council (HOTRAC) – TSA M

September 1, 2009 – Meeting Minutes

Present:

Angela Bryce, AEL


Justin Walker, AEL


Wayne Dennis

Eldon Taylor, ETMC-EMS

Greg Markwardt, Hillsboro Fire

Jim Lyons, Falls Co. EMS
o EMS

Shelton Chapman, LMC EMS/Kosse VFD
Theresa Miller, Mart EMS


James Miller, Mart EMS
Robert Tarbet, McGregor EMS


Mike Clements, Mexia Fire

Linda Catena, N Bosque EMS

Greg Helton, PHI



Michael Reed, West EMS


Emilie Smith, West EMS
Brittany Misercola, PHI


Joe White, West Shore FRO

Robert Saunders


Travis Volcik, AEL


Wayland Price, LWMC EMS

I.  Welcome and Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Eldon Taylor, Committee Chairperson at 4:00pm.  Introductions were done.  
II. Review & Approval of March 3, 2009 minutes
Mr. Miller motioned to accept the May 26, 209 minutes as presented.  Mr. Saunders seconded the motion; motion carried.
III. Updates from State Meetings  
Mr. Taylor reported that there were two significant changes in legislation that affected the EMS Community. The first is HB 157.36 which changes the requirements for EMT certification to include a federal background check prior to obtaining State certification. The second is HP 157.25 which related to out of hospital DNRs. He urged all of the providers to make themselves familiar with this two changes in legislation. Additionally, he reported that the DSHS EMS MOU has been revised to include pediatric and fixed wing units, new pediatric equipment and training requirements, and the establishment of a regional medical director during times of disaster response.
IV. Air Medical Sub-committee Report
Ms. Misercola reported that the sub-committee had met and discussed new PI indicators.  And Air Medical Log was also developed to track communications issues at the helipads of the facilities. This log is to be completed monthly and submitted with PI. The next meeting will be on October 6th following the Hill County ESD #2 Air Medical meeting.
V.
Board of Directors Nominations
A.
Pre-Hospital Chair – Mr. Taylor announced that he would not be running for the position in 2010.

B.
Pre-Hospital Vice Chair – Ms. Alvey requested that nominations for both positions be submitted by October 31, 2009. Elections for these positions will be held at the next committee meeting on December 8, 2009. 
VI. Emergency Healthcare System Issues
Ms. Bryant expressed concern that a facility in the Region was refusing STEMI patients. Mr. Taylor took the information on a specific case and agreed to address the issue with the facility. The issue of DNRs and Living Wills was also addressed. The committee recommendation is for the providers to follow their medical director’s instructions regarding these documents.
VII. Action and/or Discussion on the following items:
A. Recommendations from Air Medical Sub-committee – Ms. Misercola reported no recommendations.
B. EMS PI Report Summary (Apr-June) – This report was unavailable. The summary for 2nd and 3rd quarter will be presented at the next meeting.
C. PI Discussion on Possible New Process – The purpose of this agenda items was unclear. Ms. Taylor reminded everyone to continue completing their summaries for PI. 
D. EMS/County Funding – Ms. Alvey reported that these funding checks had been provided to all of the 911 providers. She also reminded the providers that proof of expenditure was required for these funds.

E. Trauma System Plan – This item was tabled due to time.

F. CPAP – The EMS providers present provided information on which brand of CPAP that they are using, if they are using it. HOTRAC will look in to pricing to purchase machines for those providers who do not currently have any. The committee would like to possibly develop a Regional CPAP program.
G. Issues from Other Committees
1.
Update on tPA Pre-hospital Screening Tool – Ms. Alvey reported that after the stroke committee discussed this issue further, it was determined that no such tool would be necessary. 

2.
PI on Missed Intubations – The Hillcrest Trauma department will be documenting these cases.

3.
PI on Scene Time in General – Tabled due to lack of information.

VIII. Other Business

A. EPR Update – Ms. Loden reported that he was available to provide instruction on the new GPS units is needed. He also reminded the committee that he was still collecting information on the types and numbers of radios from each EMS provider. 
IX. Additional Announcements, Comments, etc.
It was announced that after a survey of the 22 RACs revealed that 12-lead capability in the State is lower than expected, the American Heart Association has developed an online 12-lead training course. It can be found on their website. The group was also asked to pick up the Regional STEMI form to keep on their trucks. This form is to be completed and left at the facility for all suspected STEMI patients. Ms. Alvey announced that applications for the LPG EMT-P course were being accepted until October 31st. 
X. Next Meeting – December 8, 2009
The next meeting is scheduled for December 8, 2009 at 4:00pm at the HOTRAC Offices.

XI. Adjourn
With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 5:10pm.
__________________________________

Mr. Eldon Taylor, Committee Chairperson
