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The Stroke Committee met on April 14, 2009. The meeting was called to order by Ms. Bohannon, Committee Chairperson, at 2:00pm. Introductions were done. Ms. Wright motioned to accept the March 9, 2009 minutes with the correction of  “Completed Joint Commissions Survey…” for Hillcrest’s Status.  Ms. McFarland seconded the motion; motion carried.
III. Action and/or Discussion on the Following Items:
A. Status of Facilities
	Facility
	Coordinator
	Medical Director
	Stroke Committee Status

	Hillcrest Baptist Medical Center
	Interviewing Candidates 
	Dr. Randy Gardell
	Certified Primary Stroke Center

Meeting weekly. The facility is working towards training 95% nursing staff on NIHSS. Tracy Brand is currently overseeing the Stroke Program until the Stroke Coordinator position is filled. 

	Providence Health Center (Joint Commission Primary Stroke Center)
	Ms. Jennifer Jenkins
	Dr. Joel Freitag 
	Certified Primary Stroke Center
Meeting monthly and reviewing facility QI. The disphagia screen has been modified for easier use. The facility is offering several training opportunities for those rural facilities that need to meet stroke education requirements.  

	Falls Community Hospital
	Ms. Tammy Lebkowsky
	Dr. Dileep Bhateley
	In pursuit – RAC Recognized Support Stroke Center

The committee is meeting monthly. All ED staff is being required to complete the training. 95% of nursing staff has completed the NIH Stroke Scale.  All staff has been through a signs & symptoms type session. 75% of nursing staff have completed tPA training.  Ms. Lebkowsky and Dr. Bhateley have taken 8 hrs. of training in neurological emergencies.  Have begun to review PI internally.  Rough drafts of policies & procedures are developed. Hosting a Stroke Care education course on June 15th.

	Goodall-Witcher Healthcare Foundation
	Ms. Marsha Honea
	Not appointed
	RAC Recognized Support Stroke Center

The Regional Stroke Plan is being reviewed by Med Staff at the facility. The committee meets quarterly. 50% of ED nurses have been NIHSS trained.   Education for all staff continuing at the needed level. Currently seeking a new Medical Director, Dr. Scaff no longer on staff. 

	Lake Whitney Medical Center
	The facility will not be participating in Regional Stroke System development. 

	Limestone Medical Center
	Ms. Judy Wright
	Dr. Larry Hughes
	RAC Recognized Support Stroke Center

Meeting monthly. Stroke patients who meet treatment criteria are being reviewed and transferred to higher levels of care.  Completed policies and procedures.  All policies went to Med Staff on February 18th.  Have scheduled a stroke training session with Providence Stroke Coordinator on March 12th. Ms. Wright attended an 8 hour training session on neurological emergencies.

	Parkview Regional Hospital
	Ms. Marcy McFarland
	Dr. Jeremy Chester 
	In pursuit- RAC Recognized Support Stroke Center

The committee is in development. ED order set for stroke has been written and approved. 99% of nursing staff have completed NIHSS training. A Stroke Packet has been assembled. Speech therapist developing an instructional video for the disphagia screening. The Medical Director and Coordinator have completed 8hrs of stroke education. Have implemented “Code Stroke” for CT.  

	Others
	
	
	Lake Whitney Medical Center and Hill Regional Hospital are not currently recognized or certified stroke centers, nor are they in pursuit. Per the Regional Stroke Plan, these facilities will be bypassed with suspected stroke patients. 




B. Regional Stroke PI – Ms. Bohannon reminded the committee that Stroke PI for the April is due by May 15th. 
1. March PI – Time to CT and lab turn-around times are still an issue. 

2. Stroke Alert Form

a. INR – Clarification was requested from the facilities regarding this lab test. The committee members present confirmed that INR is a part of the PT/PTT.

b.  Attach to PI Form – The committee was reminded that the Stroke Alert Form should be attached to the PI form. Hillcrest and Providence should provide a Summary Report. 
C. Pediatric Strokes – Ms. Bohannon reported that in discussions with the neurologists at her facility that pediatric patients will most likely be transferred out of the Region for treatment. This will be noted in the Stroke Plan and a list of Certified Stroke Centers who treat pediatric patients will be added to the Plan. Any updates for treatment of pediatric strokes provided at GETAC will be brought back to the committee.  
V.  Other Announcements, Comments, etc.
Ms. Bohannon reminded the committee to keep an eye on the bills currently in legislature that will affect the uncompensated trauma care fund. She also reminded the committee that the Stroke Designation Rule has been posted to the State Stroke Committee web page for review. Ms. Bohannon also announced that TETAF will be sponsoring a Level III Stroke Workshop at Providence. CE’s will be available at this workshop. If there are any specific speakers or topics that the committee would like to see at this workshop, forward them to Eileen or Jennifer at Providence.  
Ms. Jenkins announced that there will be a conference titled “Meeting the Challenges of Chronic Disease at the Community Level: Strategies for Creating a Healthy Environment” held in Austin on June 10-11. Handouts for this conference were provided.
VI.  Next Meeting – June 8th
The committee requested that the May meeting be cancelled in order to provide updates from GETAC.

A.  Items for Next Agenda – The Committee requested:  Facility Status Updates, multi-part Alert Forms,  

      and PI.
With no further discussion the meeting adjourned at 3:07pm. The next meeting is scheduled for June 8, 2009 at 2:00pm at the HOTRAC offices.
__________________________________________

Ms. Eileen Bohannon, Committee Chairperson

